
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



24 Historical Society of Southern California. 

orders, money is lacking ; and, if it be not taken from the royal 
strong-box, it cannot be supplied, as for some time past a great deal 
of money has been owing to the royal treasury on account of fines 
forfeited to it, legal costs, and the like. But there is another 
person who desires to make it under certain conditions, the most 
important being that he be given permission to take money with 
which to trade and transact business at the harbors which he may 
discover. As such a proceeding is little understood and something 
untoward might result therefrom, I have come to no determination 
in the matter. It would seem that, the amount of business being 
limited, and trade at ports already known being prohibited — 
although the ship might touch there under stress of weather — and 
taking other precautions which might suggest themselves at the 
time of making the contract, the matter could be arranged. Your 
Majesty will order what you may please. 

(In the margin is noted the following resolution of the Council : 
"Let a decree be prepared in accordance with what has been 
agreed on. ' ' ) 



Document No. 7. 



r^ APITUIyO de una carta d su Magestad del Virey de la Nueva 
^•~^ Espana Conde de Monterey sobre entrada en el Nuevo Megico 
y consesion d Sebastian Vizcaino. 

Sobre la entrada del Nuevo Megico tom6 el Virey Don Luis de 
Velazco cierto asiento con Don Juan de Oiiate quando yo venia 
caminando desde el puerto para aquf ; y poco antes hizo cierta 
concesion d un Sebastian Vizcaino sobre la entrada de las Califor- 
nias adonde por asiento havia de yr d pescar perlas; yo he visto los 
papeles de este ultimo negocio para lo que tocaba d dar 6rden en 
la execucion, y los otros porque el Virrey d instado en que yo los 
vea antes de la entrada y dificulte en lo que me pareciere y se 
olgara de no embarazar el tiempo con nueva deliberacion, pero 
haviendo de hacerlo es forzoso que sea con atencion y consexo para 
tomar resolucion de la materia y asi no me he resuelto sobre las 
dudas que se me ofrecen que son algunas y por no tener estado 
estos negocios para escribir mas largo sobre ellos, lo dexo para el 
segundo navio de havisso contentandome con darle d vuestra 
magestad del que voy haciendo y de que muy presto me determi- 
nare para que si algo se huviese de reformar se haga y lo demas se 
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ponga en execucion brevemente, sera vuestra magestad servido de 
yr aguardando mis cartas aunque las partes pidan alguna confirma- 
cion 6 cedula porque assi conviene a su servicio hasta que yo escriba. 



TRANSLATION. 

Paragraph of a letter to His Majesty from the Viceroy of New- 
Spain, the Conde de Monterey, concerning the entry into New 
Mexico and the concession to Sebastian Vizcaino. 

Touching the entry into New Mexico, Viceroy Don Luis de 
Velasco entered into a certain contract with Don Juan de Ofiate 
while I was on my way from the port to this place ; and, a short 
time before this, he made a certain concession to one SebastiSiii 
Vizcaino concerning an expedition to the Californias, whither, by 
the terms of the agreement, he was to go for the purpose of fishing 
for pearls. I have seen the papers relating to the latter matter^ 
for purposes connected with giving orders for the execution thereof , 
and those relating to the former, because the Viceroy insisted thitt 
I should see them before the departure of the expedition, and 1 
made such strictures as seemed good to me. The matter should be 
properly adjusted without wasting time in renewed deliberation 
thereon ; but, since this is necessary, it is necessary also that it b^ 
done with care and after counsel thereon, in order that a fitting 
resolution be taken. Therefore, I have come to no conclusioti 
respecting the doubts which suggested themselves to me, for theffe 
are such ; and, because these matters are not in a sufiiciently 
advanced state for writing about them at greater length, I postpone 
doing so until the departure of the next dispatch-ship , contenting my- 
self with giving to Your Majesty an account of what I am doing and 
what I may very soon determine upon, so that, if there be anything 
requiring alteration, it may be changed, while the rest may be 
done promptly. May Your Majesty be pleased to continue await- 
ing the arrival of my letters, although interested persons niay ask 
for some concession or royal decree — for, until I shall write, this 
will be more fitting for your service.* 

1. The Conde de Monterey landed at Vera Cruz on the 18th September, 15J5, and, on the 
5th October following, entered the city of Mexico and took cliarge of the government.- 
This letter was written, undoubtedly, shortly after the latter date, probably being tha-t 
referred to in the document next following this as having been written on the 20th Decem- 
ber, 1695. And this is another document which must have escaped the research of Mr. H. 
H. Bancroft, as his writers refer to U nowhere in any of the volumes in which Vizcaino's 
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Document No. 8. 

r^ ARTA a su Magestad del Virey de la Nueva Espana sobre 
^-^ conveniencia de no enviar espediciones particulares a tomar 
posesion y descubrir las provincias al norte de la Nueva Espana y 
tomando precausiones para lo que hace en este sentido Sebastian 
Vizcaino. 

En carta de veinte de Diciembre cuyo duplicado yra con esta 
havis^ d vuestra magestad de la Jornada que hall6 cometida por 
cierta capitulacion y patente del Virey Don Luis de Velasco mi 
antecesor, a Sebastian Vizcaino para que por su cuenta y deciertos 
mercaderes de aqui fuese a las Californias y que yendo k proce- 
diendo a la execucion me habia resultado ciertas dubdas de que 
daria cuenta d vuestra magestad quando pudiese decir juntamente 
la resolucion y asi lo har^ en esta carta. Haviendo hecho asiento 
los anos pasados con ciertos particulares que se ofrecieron de yr d 
las Californias d pescar perlas y tomar noticia de aquella tierra y 
comenzada la Jornada no lleg6 d efecto por cierta quistion y deshu- 
cio que havia habido entre la gente que yba y su caudillo, el qual 
muri6 en esta ciudad pendiente ciertopleito criminal, ante los alcal- 
des, y por incidente el que se trato sobre el cumplimientodel asiento 
este se determin6 y fue condenado Sebastian Vizcaino y otros que 
eran compafieros suyos a instancia del fiscal de vuestra magestad d 
que en conformidad del asiento hiciese dentro de tres meses la 
Jornada y movido el virey por algunas causas que d ello le devieron. 
inclinar por via de gracia, le concedi6 d peticion mia la entrada y 
pacificacion de las dichas Californias en conformidad de las orde- 
nanzas qua ay de vuestra magestad con todas las onrras, gracias 
execuciones que se acostumbran hacer a los pacificadores y pobla- 
dores de nuevas provincias : en oculma} se trato conmigo de este 
negocio en general por el virrey y por la parte como de resolucion 
tomada- por asiento antiguo y confirmada por executoria de la sala 
del crimen d pedimento del fiscal y asi me pareci6 que no haver 
necesidad ni aun lligar de parar en cosa alguna desta materia para 
mas de tratar de executar lo acordado y asi venido aqui se comenz6 

voyaiiee and Oflate's conquest are related— for in those ingenloasly contrived tomes what 
is said on any subject is cut up and distributed throuRh several volumes. These writers say 
—Bistorji of the Pacific States. V, 781— that Viceroy Velasco and Don Juan de Ofiate com- 
pleted the arrangements for the conquest Of New .Mexico ou the 24th August, 1696. In this 
letter of Viceroy Monterey he says that the contract was entered into while he was on his 
way from Vera Cruz to the capital, viz. : after the 18th Sei tember of that year. 
1. So written in the original. 



